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Figure 7: Two Thirteenth-Century Caravanserais 

Top: Dokuzun Han (10 km North of Konya); Bottom: Kırkgöz Han (30 km North of Antalya) 
(Source: Erdmann, Karavansaray, 1, Taffel I, Fig. 4 and Taffel XXX;  

Photos from Turkishhan.org)

(wālida, Tk. valide). She knew she was not the sultan’s only wife. And she was not even 
the only khātūn of royal blood: like his father, Ghiyāth al-Dīn Kay-Khusraw II had sought a 
matrimonial alliance with the Ayyubids, and in 635/1238, the same year he married Tamar 
alias Gurjī Khātūn, he also married the sister of the ruler of Aleppo.77 The marriage would 
remain childless, but Gurjī Khātūn did not know that. The sultan also married the daughter 
of one Muẓaffar al-Dīn Muḥammad, the ruler of eastern Karahisar.  More critically, he 
had fathered two sons by Greek wives: ʿIzz al-Dīn Kay-Kāwūs and Rukn al-Dīn Qïlïj Arslan  
(Fig. 2). According to Āqsarāyī and Simon de Saint-Quentin, both were older than Gurjī 
Khātūn’s son.78 

77.  The marriage is described by the Aleppine Ibn al-ʿAdīm, who was sent as an envoy to Konya. In exchange, 
al-Malik al-Nāṣir included the name of the Saljuq sultan on his coins and in the sermon of the Friday prayer. Ibn 
al-ʿAdīm, Zubdat al-ṭalab fī taʾrīkh al-Ḥalab, ed. Kh. al-Manṣūr (Beirut: Dār al-Kutub al-ʿIlmiyya, 1996), 495. See 
A.-M. Eddé, La principauté ayyoubide d’Alep (579/1183–658/1260) (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1999), 115. 

78.  Āqsarāyī, Tārīkh, 47; Simon de Saint-Quentin quoted by Cahen, Turquie, 230 n. 8.
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