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Quseir al-Qadim, Egypt:
Text and Context in the Indian Ocean
Spice Trade

by Donald Whitcomb

useir al-Qadim, a small port of
the Egyptian coast of the Red
Sea, was excavated by the

University of Chicago from
1978 through 1982. The site

provides an opportunity to explore the re-
lationship between historical and archaeo-
logical evidence. In the entry “Kusair” in
the first edition of the Encyclopaedia of

Islam (1927), Plessner states that Quseir

“flourished particularly in the ‘Abbasid

period” and was revived only after Selim I.

Over 50 years later, in the second edition

(1982, but doubtless written several years

earlier), Gargin states:

1. Quseir “lost its importance in the Roman
period:”

2.importance returned “towards the end of
the Romano-Byzantine” and early Is-
lamic periods in connection with the
needs of the Hajj pilgrims;

3. development of Qais under the Fatimids
“from the end of the ...11th century”
led to increased use of this port;

4. the Mamluks used the port for “naval
units ... and some commercial opera-
tions;”

5. “the revival” of Quseir began after 1365

and continued to grow throughout the15th

century.”
The excavations at Quseir al-

Qadim between 1978 and 1982 provide

abundant evidence for a rather different

history. The port was very active and | =

prosperous during the early Roman Em-
pire.

occupation at Quseir (fig. 1). The resettle-
ment of this port is indicated by numis-
matic and other artifactual evidence to
have been in the late 11th or beginning of
the 12th century (Fatimid occupation is
unlikely). The period of greatest prosper-
ity was the Bahri Mamluk period, with
traded artifacts from India, China, Syria,
and even Tekrur (West Africa). Numis-
matics and the large corpus of letters found
in the excavations confirm this conclusion.
The settlement of the 15th century may
have shifted to the site of the modern port.
Beyond chronology, this analysis

of the historical fortunes of Quseir points
to a prevalent tendency, the conflation of
political events with broader economic
trends. Only Garcin’s statements on the
Mamluk and later history appear to be
correct. This discussion will focus on the
famed spice trade with the Indian Ocean
from the point of view of the documents
(letters) and artifacts (spices) found in the
excavations in comparison with evidence

SEE QUSEIR, PAGE 26.

Thereafter, it was abandoned for -‘ZE
almost a millennium; there is no trace of §
Byzantine (Coptic), Umayyad, or Abbasid

Faronk.nar
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useir al-Qadim, a small port of
the Egyptian coast of the Red
Sea, was excavated by the

University of Chicago from
1978 through 1982. The site
provides an opportunity to explore the re-
lationship between historical and archaeo-
logical evidence. In the entry “Kusair” in
the first edition of the Encyclopaedia of

Islam (1927), Plessner states that Quseir

“flourished particularly in the ‘Abbasid

period” and was revived only after Selim I.

Over 50 years later, in the second edition

(1982, but doubtless written several years

earlier), Gargin states:

1. Quseir “Jost its importance in the Roman
period;”

2.importance returned “towards the end of
the Romano-Byzantine™ and early Is-
lamic periods in connection with the
needs of the Hajj pilgrims;

3. development of Qiis under the Fatimids
“from the end of the ...11th century”
led to increased use of this port;

4. the Mamluks used the port for “naval
units ... and some commercial opera-
tions;”

5. “the revival” of Quseir began after 1365

and continued to grow throughout the15th

century.”
The excavations at Quseir al-

Qadim between 1978 and 1982 provide

abundant evidence for a rather different
history. The port was very active and
prosperous during the early Roman Em-

pire.

occupation at Quseir (fig. 1). The resettle-
ment of this port is indicated by numis-
matic and other artifactual evidence to
have been in the late 11th or beginning of
the 12th century (Fatimid occupation is
unlikely). The period of greatest prosper-
ity was the Bahri Mamluk period, with
traded artifacts from India, China, Syria,
and even Tekrur (West Africa). Numis-
matics and the large corpus of letters found
in the excavations confirm this conclusion.
The settlement of the 15th century may
have shifted to the site of the modern port.

Beyond chronology, this analysis
of the historical fortunes of Quseir points
to a prevalent tendency, the conflation of
political events with broader economic
trends. Only Garcin’s statements on the
Mamluk and later history appear to be
correct. This discussion will focus on the
famed spice trade with the Indian Ocean
from the point of view of the documents
(letters) and artifacts (spices) found in the
excavations in comparison with evidence

SEE QUSEIR, PAGE 26.
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of the Cairo Geniza and other historical
sources.

Quseir al-Qadim

The 1978 and 1982 seasons of
excavation revealed Islamic occupation on
the southern edge of the Roman town,
forming a crescent around the silted-up
Roman harbor (fig. 2). In addition to a
series of houses along a passage leading
toward the bay, a residential complex was
situated on a natural prominence in the
center of this area (excavated in 1982).
This was called the Sheikh’s house. While
totally lacking architectural embellish-
ments, these well-constructed residences
obviously refer to urban architecture of the
Nile valley. The 1980 excavations con-
centrated on broad horizontal clearance of
structures in the east of the site near the
beach. The Eastern Area revealed a very
different settlement, a complex of founda-
tions (possibly multiple reconstructions)
not unlike village constructions along the
Red Sea littoral in recent times. This
settlement presents the paradox of a “rich”
artifactual contents in a “poor” architec-
tural setting.

Both of these settlements, the
sheikh’s house and the Eastern Area, pro-
duced evidence of Indian Ocean trade;
most obviously, this included Far Eastern
ceramics, both celadons and porcelains
(early blue & white Ming wares were found

only in the Eastern Area). Another eastern
import from these excavations, due to the
remarkable preservation of cloth and other
organics, is the resist dyed textiles. These
brightly patterned textiles were made in
India for Islamic markets; the majority
were found in the Eastern Area. The
discepancies between the settlement of the
Sheikh’s house and that of the Eastern
Area is confirmed with preliminary analy-
sis of the Islamic coins recovered (see
Table 1, below).

The divergent dates of these coin
assemblages strongly suggests two differ-
ent periods of occupation, an Ayyubid
settlement of the 13th c. around the Sheikh’s
house and a Mamluk resettlement on the
beach in the later 14th c. This change in
locality suggests that an interruption in
occupation is a strong possibility.

The commercial patterns of the
Indian Ocean have usually been styled the
“spice trade.” The particular conditions of
preservation at Quseir has allowed some
recovery of these products. The records of
the Cairo Geniza, and studies of mercantile
structures such as the Karimi, indicate that
the vast majority of the wealth was tied up
in spices (cinnamon, ginger, etc.), aromat-
ics (sandelwood, etc. and perfumes), drugs
(medicines) and varnishing plants. The
majority of these products have left no
traces in the archaeological record, even at
Quseir. The plant remains recovered (usu-
ally by dry sieving) present an interesting
picture of imports (and probably
consumption)(See Table 2, below).

nationalities interested in any aspect of the history and civilization of
the Middle East in the medieval period. (See the membership applica-
tion form on the last page of this issue for membership dues and
payment options.} Payment should be made by check or money order
in the appropriate amount, in U.S. dollars payable on a U.S. bank or in
British pounds only, and made outto “Middle East Medievalists.” Send
hip applications and dues pay to Matthew S. Gordon,
Secretary-Treasurer of MEM, Department of History, 254 Upham Hall,
Miami University, Oxford, OH 45056, U.S.A.
‘The Board of Directors of MEM is elected annually at the general
business meeting, normally held in the fall at the annual meeting of the
Middle East Studies Association (MESA). (For information, see
“Annual Meetings" section inside this issue.) The next business
meeting will take place at 10:00 AM. on Thursday, December 7, 1995.
in the Dupont Room of the Washington Hilton and Towers, Washing-
ton, D.C., in conjunction with MESA. The Board of Directors for 1995
consists of the following members:
F R. Stephen Humphreys, Dep of History, Uni
of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106-9410, U.S.A. (lerm expires
December 31, 1997)
Vice-President: Peter H. Heath, Department of Asian and Near Eastern
Languages, Washington University, Box 1111, 1 Brookings Drive, St.
Louis, MO 63130. (term expires Dec. 31, 1997)
Secretary-Treasurer: Matthew S. Gordon, Department of History, 254
Upham Hall, Miami University, Oxford, OH 45056, U.S.A. (term
expires December 31, 1996)

Michael G. Morony, Def of History, Univesity of
California, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024, U.5.A. (term
expires December 31, 1995)

Maria Eva Subtelny, Department of Middle East and Islamic
Studies, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A1, Canada.
(term expires December 31, 1995)

TABLE 1. Coin dates at Quseir al-Qadim by location (all dates C.E.)

Coin dates  pre-1200 1200-1250 1250-1300 1300-1350 1350+ Mamluk
Sheikh’s house 5 10 - - - -
Eastern Area 1 3 3 2 13 8

TABLE 2. Imported plants at Quseir al-Qadim by location.

Sheikh’s house Eastern Area origin
coriander - 35 Egypt
garlic 1 2 Egypt
fenugreek - 30 India?
peppercorns -- 25 India
coconut 8 5 India
peach 24 1 Egypt?
hazelnut 119 0 Mediterranean
walnut 7 0 Mediterranean
a.!mond 8 37 Mediterranean
pine 8 0 Mediterranean
pistachio 15 0 Medit. or Iran

P8TES5432
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Fig. 1. Comparison of the relative importance of Quseir al-Qadim according to literary and archaeological evidence.

While the datais notcomplete and samples
are in any case selective, several implica-
tions may be drawn from the list of im-
ports. First, the spices and condiments
which had been introduced into Egypt from
pre-Islamic times makes up a large compo-
nent of the diet of medieval Quseir. Im-
ports from India (and southeast Asia) were
probably constant for both periods; the
plants listed here should be augmented
with others that were not recovered. The
most fascinating discovery was the decline
in imported nuts from the Mediterranean
regionin the Mamluk period. This strongly
suggests that these plants were not being
exported eastward via the Red Sea. A
partial explanation may be the opening of
Syrian trade to the east in the Mamluk
period. No doubt other factors, such as an
increase in regional trade patterns, may be
suggested.

Documentary evidence

The marvelous preservation of
artifacts is not confined to Quseir but ex-
tends throughout this magical land. Forthe
preservation of contemporary documents
in Egypt, there is no better example than
the letters of the Cairo Geniza. These are
best known from the research of Goitein,
who has produced an extensive analysis of
the society and commerce of the medieval
Jewish community of Egypt. The classic
Geniza period refers to the 250 years of the
11thto the first half of the 13th century; the
majority of these documents predate the
Islamic occupation at Quseir.

The excavations at Quseir have
produced a corpus of documents similar to
the Cairo Geniza. Like the Geniza, this is
a random preservation rather than an
archive; the Quseir letters were not gath-
ered together for storage but found as 2

random part of normal trash accumulation.
These letters, about 200 of which are fairly
complete, detail the daily life of the com-
munity, ranging from discussion of crops
and trade to love letters. While several
prominent specialists have taken these
documents to hand, very little analysis has
resulted. The Quseir letters still await their
Goitein.

One expectable result of such
analysis will be more detailed information
on the commercial relations of the 13thand
14th century, Quseir’s participation in the
spice trade. The present archaeological
investigations at Quseir indicate the im-

precision of Gargin’s history of this port.
At the same time, Gargin has painted a
broader analysis of the commercial trends
in medieval Egypt. This suggests a major
reorientation of “living space” at the end of
the 14th century, a conclusion closely con-
forming to the changes witnessed in the
Quseir excavations. The marginality of
Quseir gives its history a fragility, whether
written as an aspect of political events or
broad economic trends. Fortunately the
archaeological record - with its seeds and
letters - allows areexamination of interpre-
tative assumptions for this settlement and
its larger context. [l

T w I'n

Fig. 2. Plan of the

F,lealu

excavations at Quseir al Qadim, 1978-82.

T % 1 w6 | 7 0V 181 w1 ]

g
\

rSrI?Jra|wI




28

Al-‘Usur al-Wusta 7.2 ¢ October 1995

The Aesthetics of Islamic Art:
Towards a Methodology of Research*

sadiscipline thatis still young,

the aesthetics of Islamic art

has reached the present, with

the exception of a scant few

attempts, mainly under the discipline of
history and of its laws, or according to

by Valérie Gonzalez

tures and conquests. To study the artistic
works of Islam in the light of aesthetics
means, then, to subject them to an outside
view, which carries the risk of deformation
and inevitably engenders a distracting gap
between the object studied and the ob-

some varied, but often vague, =

methods. Some historians of :
art, some practitioners of the
plastic arts, or some writers
have, eachaccording tohis own
orientations, delivered theirin-
tuitions and interpretations on
the subject, with or without the
assistance of the method of aes-
thetic analysis. The disparity
and the relatively small num-
ber of these studies are obvi-
ous. The immediate conse-
quence of this situation is that
a number of questions remain
unanswered, or must be made
more profoundly and, some-
times, reformulated and asked
again. It is thus necessary tc
reconsider the aesthetics of the

Islamic arts as a subject en-
tirely apart, not subordinated
tohistory, butcoordinated with

Islamic Museum, Cairo. Ceramic bowl (10th-13th cent.) from
Transoxania.

classified in three categories: those applied
to the analysis of artistic forms and their
language, those pertaining to the theoreti-
cal conceptualization of aesthetics, and
those having to do with the exploitation of
written sources. (1) Tools of the first kind
spring from the observation of
the object itself, and therefore
require simultaneously employ-
mentof the classic methodologi-
cal tools of art history. Their
objective is to grasp the inher-
ent plastic logic in works of
Islamic art. These are: register-
ing the components of the ob-
ject, materials and techniques
of fabrication, themes, compo-
| sition, form, etc.; bringing to
| light its plastic properties and
functions; and defining the
choices, options, and concepts
which it expresses in the mate-
rial. (2) Tools of the second kind
enable one to examine and re-
flect on this plastic logic previ-
ously circumscribed. These
tools permit one to appreciate
the options implied by this logic
for the spirit, and make it pos-

1t.

Aesthetics, like the history of art,
is a purely Western science, presupposing
a vocabulary and modes of analysis gener-
ally foreign to scholars of the Arab-Mus-
lim world. It was born in the framework of
Western art, and developed fromits adven-

* Translated from the French by Fred M.
Donner, with assistance of Gene Gragg
and the author.

Server. LConsequenily, ne essenuai re-
quirement for such an enterprise is to con-
trol the gap, by determing a method of
approach that is as well-adapted as pos-
sible to the context of Islamic civilization.
In other words, it is obviously necessary to
use the tools of the traditional science of
aesthetics, but to use them according to
approaches previously defined on the basis
of specifically Islamic data.

The tools: These tools can be

sioie 1o aefine the conceptual system deter-
mined by these options. In the pictorial
domain, for example, the concept of two-
dimensionality engenders a particular per-
ception of representation, contrary to that
induced by the concept of perspective.
This perception constitutes one of these
options. Two-dimensionality, combined
with the stylization of figures, or some
other aesthetic option, forms a conceptual
figural system that conveys to the viewera
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certain vision of the world. (3) Tools of the
last kindrequire the consultation of histori-
cal and literary texts; this makes it possible
to interpret the meaning the art studied has
for the society that produced it—collecting
the written documentation relating to the
artistic creation, reconstructing the social
contextof the work, and defining the modes
of thought that conditioned its emergence.
Finally, an aesthetic study of Islamic art
cannot be complete without the help of a

and plural, in the sense that the forms of
plastic expression, however diverse they
may be, all lead back, in one way or an-
other, to God. The idea of the divine is
always presented, explicitly or implicitly,
in every work of art. Moreover, the divi-
sion between sacred and secular works
which characterizes Western art before the
contemporary era does not appear in the
same manner in Islam. There exists,
rather, a great permeability of artistic forms

called “major arts,” are the depositaries of
an elevated aesthetic sense, while others,
called “minor arts,” arise only from techni-
cal skill, and where the dichotomy “art /
craft” marks a clear distinction in the ob-
jectives and functions of each of them in
the creative process. An aesthetic commit-
ment, or similar figural forms, can none-
theless contribute to generation of very
diverse kinds of works. Some simple ob-
jects are capable of bearing just as much
information as prestigious monu-

valuable and useful instrument
for all kinds of analysis: the com-
parison with other arts—in this
case, with the arts of those cul-
tures of Orient and Occident that ==
nourished the production of Is- |3
lam.

Ways of Approaching Works
of Art: First of all, the aesthetic
study of the Islamic arts must
base itself on their historical pro-
gression, following their chrono-
logical order from their origins
until the nineteenth century. In-
deed, if Western output is based
onasuccession of discontinuities,
of changes of orientation, and of
artistic revolutions that make each
period in its history a distinct
cultural space, notoriously dif-
ferent from what preceded it, Is-
lamic art has followed, compara-
tively speaking, a linear evolu-
tion. It has revered a multi-fac-
eted aesthetic logic, to be sure,
but one nearly unchanged in its
main lines from the era when it
made its choices under the
Umayyads and first Abbasids,

i

ments, or of disproving a hypoth-
esis founded solely on examina-
tion of the latter. Arabic calligra-
phy, the superior art in Islam if
there is one at all, embellishes all
of the objects on whichitis placed,
including the most humble, and
so tends to equalize the values of
various forms of artistic produc-
tion.

On these grounds, two errors of
approach are to be avoided. The
first consists of establishing a
nexus of meaning betweenadeco-
ration and the object on which it
appears, as if one flows out of the
other and was intimately tied to
it—even though the same orna-
ment may be found on another
object of completely different
character. The second error would
be to neglect the examination of
some kinds of works in favor of
others which are considered, a
priori, to be more representative
for a particular study. For ex-
ample, Fatimid representations of
human figures on building deco-
ration appear conventional and
related to the stylized art of the

until the dawn of the contempo-
rary epoch. For example, one

Tamelhat, Alger
in tomb of Sidi El Hadj ‘Ali.

ia. Carved plaster decoration (18th cent.)

classical Abbasid era; but, on ob-
jects, they are imbued with areal-

may discuss European painting
of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries without referring to that of the
Roman or Gothic period, whereas the Ira-
nian miniature cannot be understood ex-
cept from the perspective of the medieval
Islamic figural arts.

The typically occidental mode of
approaching art by hierarchical categori_es,
then, must be left aside when studying
Islamic art. InIslam, in contrast to Europe,
artistic production is simultaneously one

between the religious category and the
category called “profane,” the former al-
ways liable to break into the latter or to
superimpose itself on it. Thus, one can find
the name of Allah inscribed in epigraphic
decoration on any object, be it courtly or
domestic, as a summons to the submission
to God in all circumstances.

Moreover, Muslims have not clas-
sified their arts in the same way as the
Occident, where certain kinds of works,

ism that reminds one of Hellenistic figural
art. Consequently, the study of such a
question of aesthetics demands the obser-
vation of all branches of Islamic art that are
relevant to it, without arbitrary pre-selec-
tion; unless this is done, comprehension of
the object may prove to be reductionist or
defective.
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TOPKAPI RENOVATIONS

A member of MEM currently working in
Istanbul informs us that the Topkap1 Li-
brary in Istanbul will be undergoing reno-
vations, probably beginning next sum-
mer (1996), although timing depends on
securing the necessary funding. During
the renovations manuscripts held by the
library will be unavailable, and micro-
films may also be difficult to acquire.
Those planning to do research at the
Topkap: Library in the near future should
contact the Library’s Director, Dr. Filiz
Cagman, to inquire about availability of
materials they may wish to use.

I am interested in the Arab occupation of
Central Italy during the 9th and 10th centu-
ries C.E.—specifically, the area of Molise
and any possible Arab settlements in this
area. If you know of sources of informa-
tion on this area, or if you are or know of a
scholar with a special interest or expertise
in this area, I would appreciate hearing
from you.

-Frank Licameli

Valeria Historical Research

P.O. Box 505

Westchester Sta., NY 10461

or email: licameli@aecom.yu.edu

One of the sources used by Alfonso el
Sabio, King of Castile and Leon (1252-
1284), in writing his General Estoria (His-
tory of the World) was the Kitab jawahir
al-buhiir of the Egyptian historian Ibn
Wasif. Weare interested inthe way Alfonso
used this source to describe
Nebuchadnezzar’s supposed invasion of
Egypt. Unfortunately, all the manuscripts
available to us which are cited by thatname
in GAL (S) are late abridgments, and do
not contain the relevant passages.

‘We would very much like to hear
from anyone who has further information
about Ibn Wasif and his sources.

John Hayes (Near Eastern Studies) & Jerry
Craddock (Spanish & Portuguese), Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, CA, 94720,
USA.

‘AZIZA AL-SAKSAWIYA

Iam looking for references to the 7th/14th-
14th century Moroccan saint ‘Aziza al-
Saksawiyaand her tribe of Saksiwa (some-
times Saksawa, from the S. Masmuda of
the Jabal Daran). I am aware of one con-
temporary reference to ‘Aziza in Ibn
Qunfudh’s Uns al-fagir, and the references
to her tribe in Ibn Khaldiin’s ‘/bar and Ibn
Abi Zar*’s Rawd al-girtas. 1 would appre-
ciate any other referencesto ‘Aziza and the
Saksiwa from either contemporary or later
sources.

Marianne Engle Cameron, 560 Riverside
Drive #14K, New York, N.Y. 10027.
Internet: mcamreon @ellis.uchicago.edu.

®

CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS

Medieval Encounters, A Journal of Jew-
ish, Christian and Muslim Culture in
Confluence and Dialogue, is a new journal
published by E. J. Brill. The editors are
seeking articles in all fields of medieval
inquiry. Medieval Encounters is intended
as a cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary fo-
rum for discussion of the intersections and
interactions of Jewish, Christian and Mus-
lim culture in the period from the fourth
through the fifteenth centuries C.E. The
journal covers all aspects of culture, in-
cluding History, Languages, Medicine,
Music, Philosophy, Religion, Science, and
Art. PLEASE SEND MANUSCRIPT IN-
QUIRIES TO: Gordon D. Newby, Near
Eastern and Judaic Languages and Litera-
tures, Trimble Hall 123, Emory Univer-
sity, Atlanta GA 30322, Telephone: 404

727-2916, Internet: gdnewby @emoryul.
cc.emory.edu.

@

RESEARCH IN TEHRAN

The Institute for Cultural Studies and Re-
search, Tehran, conducts an exchange
scholars program. Qualified scholars in-
terested in participating should inquire by
writing to The Institute for Cultural Stud-
ies and Research, 64th Street, Jamal ad-
Din Asadabadi Avenue, Tehran 14374,
Iran.
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Farouk Omar

HISTORIAN, AL AL-BAYT UNIVERSITY

6, 1938, in Mosul, Iraq, and attended primary and second-

ary school there. Following his basic education, he at-
tended the University of Baghdad, where he took his B.A. degree
with honors in History in 1959. He received a scholarship from
the government of Iraq to study at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London, where he took his Ph.D in
Islamic History in 1967; his dissertation, entitled “The ‘Abbasid
Caliphate, 132-170 A.H.,” was prepared under the supervision of
Professor Bernard Lewis of SOAS, with whom he worked closely
during his studies in London.

Professor Farouk Omar (Fariiq ‘Umar Fawzi) was born June

of Sourdel’s interpretation...] (1986); Al-Fikr al-‘arabi fi
mujabahat al-shu ‘ubiya--‘asr al-khilafa al-‘arabiya al-islamiya
[Arab thought in confrontation with Shu‘ubism: era of the Arab-
Islamic caliphate), (1988); Ta'rikh al-‘iraq fi ‘usir al-khilafa al-
‘arabiya al-islamiya, 1-656 H / 622-1258 M [History of Iraq
during the Arab-Islamic caliphate, 1-656 A.H. / 622-1258 C.E.]
(1988); and his important reflection on Al-Ta’rikh al-islami wa
fikr al-garn al-‘ishrin [ Islamic history and twentieth-century

thought] (1980).
In addition to his many monographs, Professor Omar has
published over three dozen articles in Arabic and English, includ-
ing the article “Harun al-Rashid” and several

Upon completion of his studies and a brief stint
as lecturer at the University of Baghdad, Professor Omar
served as lecturer at the University of Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia from 1968 until 1970. He returned to Baghdad
as Assistant Professor of History from 1970-1973. He
then became Director of the Department of Social and
Literary Studies for the Iraqi Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research for several years. In 1977
he returned to academic life; during 1977-78 he was
research associate and visiting lecturer in Arab history at
the University of Lancaster, England. When hereturned
to University of Baghdad in 1978, he was appointed

other entries in the Encyclopaedia of Islam and
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica. The titles of
a selection of these provides some idea of the
range of Professor Omar’s interests. They in-
clude “Siyasatal-ma’'min tujah al-‘alawiyin”
[“The policy of the caliph al-Ma’mun toward
the ‘Alids”), Majallat Kulliyat al-Adab / Bulle-
tinofthe College of Arts, University of Baghdad
16 (1973), 275-98 [hereinafter MKA]; “The
Composition of Abbasid Support,” MKA 11
(1968), 158-82; “Min alqab al-khulafa’ al-

chairman of the History Department there (1978-80),

and in 1979 was promoted to full professor of Islamic history.
From 1980-83, he was professor of Islamic history at the College
of Arts, University of the United Arab Emirates; from 1983-93, he
was again professor of Islamic history in Baghdad, serving 2
second term as chairman of that department in 1985-86. In 1993-
94, Prof. Farouk Omar was professor of Islamic history the
College of Arts, Musurata, Libya, and in 1994 he assumed his
present post, as professor and chairman of the department of
Islamic history, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Al al-
Bayt, in Mafraq, Jordan.

Professor Omar has been a lifelong student of Abbasid
history, and has attained worldwide recognition for his many fine
publications in all aspects of this field, in both Arabic and English.
His London dissertation was published as The ‘Abbasid Caliphate
(Baghdad, 1969). In Arabic, he has produced over a dozen
monographs. These include Tabi‘at al-da‘wa al-‘abbasiya [The
nature of the ‘Abbasid propaganda) (1970); Al- ‘Abbdsfyﬂr.z f:!-
awwalan [The first ‘Abbasids) (3 vols., 1970-1993); Al-Khilafa
al-‘abbasiya fi ‘asr al-fawda al-‘askariya, 247-334 H/ 861-946
M [The ‘Abbasid caliphate during the period of military anarchy,
247-334 A.H. / 861-946 A.D.] (1974; 2nd printing, 1977);
Mugaddima fi dirasat masadir al-ta'rikh al- ‘Umani [Inrro:dz_zc—
tion to the study of the sources for Omani history] (1979); Ta’rikh
al-khalij al-‘arabi fi I- ‘usir al-wusta al-islémi?:a, 1.—906 H/622-
1500 M [History of the Arab Gulf in the Islamic M:dd{e J’_Lges,’l -
906 A.H. / 622-1500 C.E.] (1985); Al-Judhir a!-{a'nkhz}:a If-[-
wizdara al- ‘abbasiya: dirasa tahliliya naqdiya h‘-qzrz‘i ‘at Surd:!.:.
(The Historical roots of the Abbasid wazirate: critical analysis

1] ‘abbasiyin: ‘khalifat allah’ wa ‘zill allah® “

[Titles of the ‘Abbasid caliphs: ‘God’s caliph’ and ‘God’s
shadow’ ], Majallat al-Jami‘a al-Mustansiriya 2 (1971), 323-
39: “The nature of the Iranianrevolts in the early Abbasid period,”
MKA (1974); “The guilds [asnaf] during the Abbasid period,”
Proceedings of the International Conference on Urbanism in
Islam (ICUIT), October 22-28, 1989 (Tokyo, 1989); “Nazra
jadidaila ‘alagat al-Turk bi-1-khilafa al-‘abbasiya,” [“A new view
on the relations between the Turks and the Abbasid caliphate™],
Al-Maktaba 65 (1968); “al-Alwan wa dalalatuha al-siyasiya fiI-
‘asr al-‘abbasi,” [“Colors and their Meaning during the Abbasid
period”], MKA 14 (1971),827-46; “Al-Jahizmu’arrikhan,” [“Al-
Jahiz as historian”], MKA 29 (1981), 409-32; “Asbab inhiyar wa
suqit al-imama al-Ibadiya fi ‘Uman fi 280 H,” [“The Causes of
the Decline and Fall of the Ibadiya Imamate in ‘Uman in 280
AH."], MKA (1977).

Professor Omar has also translated into Arabic anumber
of important studies in English and French, including the first
chapters of Daniel C. Dennett’s Harvard dissertation, Marwan b.
Muhammad (1983), the first chapters of Dominique Sourdel’s Le
Vizirate Abbaside (1986), V. V. Barthold’s Palestine in the
Middle Ages (1975), and Emile A. Nakhleh’s Arab-American
Relations in the Persian Gulf (1977).

Professor Farouk Omar can be reached at the
Department of History, College of Arts and Sci-
ences, University of Al Al-Bayt, P.O. Box 772
Jubayha, Amman, Jordan.
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MEETINGS

Organization When and Where Information Telephone No.
Middle East Studies Association Dec. 6-10, 1995 MESA Secretariat (520) 621-5850
(1995 Meeting) Washington, DC University of Arizona Fax: (520) 321-7752

Middle East Studies Association
(1996 Meeting)

American Oriental Society
(1996 Meeting)

American Oriental Society—
Midwest Branch
(1996 Meeting)

American Oriental Society—
Midwest Branch
(1997 Meeting)

The Medieval Institute
(1996 Meeting)

American Historical Association
(1996 Meeting)

American Historical Association
(1997 Meeting)

College Art Association
(1996 Meeting)

College Art Association
(1997 Meeting)

American Academy of Religion
(1995 Meeting)

[Paper Deadline: Past]

Nov. 19-24, 1996
Providence, RI
[Abstract Deadline:
Feb. 15, 1996]

March 15-20, 1996
Philadelphia, PA
Abstract Deadline:
Oct. 15, 1995]

Feb. 11-13, 1996
La Grange, IL
[Paper deadline:
early Jan. 1996]

Feb. 16-18, 1997
‘Wheaton, IL
[Paper deadline:
early Jan. 1997]

May 2-6, 1996
Kalamazoo, MI
[Paper Deadline: Past]

Jan. 4-7, 1996
Atlanta, GA
[Paper Deadline: Past]

Jan. 2-5, 1997
New York, NY
[Paper Deadline:
Feb. 15, 1996]

Feb. 21-24, 1996
Boston, MA
[Paper Deadline: Past]

Feb. 12-15, 1997
New York, N.Y.

232 N. Cherry Ave.
Tucson, AZ 85721

see preceding

American Oriental Society
Hatcher Graduate Library

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1205

Mark W. Chavalas
Dept. of History

Univ. of Wisconsin-LaCrosse

LaCrosse, WI 54061

Richard Averbeck

e-mail: mesa@ccit.
arizona.edu

see preceding

(313) 747-4760
Jonathan_Rodgers
@ub.cc.umich.edu

(608) 785-8360

(708) 945-8800

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

Deerfield, IL 60015

The Medieval Institute
Western Michigan Univ.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-3851

American Historical Assn.

400 A Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

see preceding

Suzanne Schanzer
275 Seventh Ave.
New York, NY 10001

see preceding

[Paper Deadline: April *96]

Nov. 18-21, 1995
Philadelphia, PA 1703
[Paper Deadline: Past]

American Academy of Religion

Clifton Rd, Ste. G-5

Atlanta, GA 30329-4075

(616) 387-8745
FAX: (616) 387-8750

(202) 544-2422

see preceding

(212) 691-1051 ext. 5
FAX: (212) 627-2381

see preceding

(404) 727-7959



Al-‘Usur al-Wusta 7.2 * October 1995 33

ANNUAL MEETINGS

Organization When and Where Information Telephone No.
American Academy of Religion Nov. 23-26, 1996 see preceding see preceding
(1996 Meeting) New Orleans, LA
[Paper Deadline:
March 1, 1996]
Byzantine Studies Conference Nov. 9-12, 1995 Ralph Mathisen (803) 777-5195
(1995 Meeting) New York, NY Dept. of History FAX: (803) 777-4494

[Paper Deadline: Past]  Univ. of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

Byzantine Studies Conference Fall, 1996 see preceding see preceding
(1996 Meeting) Chapel Hill, NC

[Paper Deadline: early

Jan. 1996]
Dumbarton Qaks Conference May 3-5, 1996 Dumbarton Oaks (202) 342-3245
(1996 Meeting) Washington, DC 1703 32nd St, NW
“Aesthetics and Presentation in [Papers: invitation only] Washington, D.C.

Byzantine Literature, Art, & Music”

LEILA BOOKS. ) 15

ARABIC
BOOKS & PERIODICALS

We sell New and Old books published in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and other Arab states.
We publish a quarterly Romanized Catalogue, "Leila News'', as well a bimonthly Arabic one,
beside our Periodical List of old and rare journals, as well as current ones.

We will search for any book(s) you wish to acquire.

To receive our Catalogues and for all inquiries, please contact:
LEILA BOOKS
P.O. Box 31 Daher, 11271 Cairo, Egypt. Located at 39 Kasr El Nil St., Office 12.

Fax: 202-392-4475. Tel: 202-392-4475 / 202-393-4402 / 202-350-7399.
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MEM Business Meeting
and Elections

The 1995 business meeting of MEM will take place at
10:00 A.M. on Thursday, December 7, 1995, in the Dupont
Room of the Washington Hilton and Towers, Washington, D.C.,
in conjunction with the annual meetings of the Middle East
Studies Association (MESA). All MEMbers or persons inter-
ested in joining MEM are invited to attend the business meeting.
Please make note of this date and plan to attend.

Two new members will be chosen at the business
meeting for three-year terms on MEM’s Board of Directors. The
new Board members will replace Michael G. Morony of UCLA,
and Maria Eva Subtelny of the University of Toronto, whose
terms of service as Directors will end on December 31, 1995.

Al-‘Usur al-Wusta 7.2 = October 1995

MEM Graduate Student Prize

At its meeting of November 19, 1995, in Phoenix, the Board of
Directors of MEM decided to offer an award of $250 for the best
graduate student paperina MEM-sponsored panel at the annual
Middle East Studies Association meeting. The winner will be
announced at the annual business meeting of MEM. Although
modest in amount, it is hoped that this award will encourage
graduate students to take an active part in organizing MEM-
sponsored panels at MESA, and in attending the conference.

Students who are scheduled to present a paper on a
MEM-sponsored panel at MESA and who wish to have their
contributions considered for the prize should submit a copy of
their paper to MEM’s Secretary-Treasurer, Matthew Gordon, by
November 1, 1995. Send papers to: Matthew Gordon, Depart-
ment of History, 254 Upham Hall, Miami University, Oxford,
Ohio 45056, USA.

MEM-Sponsored Panels at MESA

MEMBER NEWS

MEM will sponsor three panels (the maxi-
mum permitted to affiliated organizations)
at this year’s meetings of the Middle East
Studies Association of North America
(MESA) in Washington, D.C. PANEL 1,
“Topics in Early and Middle Abbasid
History,” Thursday, December 7, 5:30-
7:30 P.M. Participants are Matthew S.
Gordon (Miami Univ.), “Al-Tabari’s
Treatment of the Samarran Turks;” Hugh
Kennedy (Univ. of St. Andrews, Scot-
land), “Capital and Province in the Early
Abbasid Caliphate;” Tayeb El-Hibri (U.
Mass, Ambherst), “The Making of an Or-
thodox Political Response to the mihna;”
Rebecca M. Foote (Harvard), “Humeima,
Jordan: Discovery of the Abbasid Qasr,
Headquarters of their Revolution;” Paul
M. Cobb (Univ. of Chicago), “Al-
Mutawakkil in Damascus.” Chair: Mat-
thew S. Gordon; Discussant: Hugh
Kennedy. PANEL 2, “Defining Issues in
Islamic Theological Literature,” Friday,
December 8, 10:30 A.M.-12:30P.M. Par-
ticipants are John Walbridge (Indiana
Univ.), “Islamic Views of Greek Theol-
ogy:” Peter Heath (Washington Univ.),
“Al-Ghazali’s Theological Rhetorical

Style; Sherman Jackson (Indiana Univ.),
“Modernism in Medieval Islam? Ash‘arite
Responses to Mu‘tazilite Doctrines on
Good and Evil;” Ahmet T. Karamustafa
(Washington Univ.), “Belief, Not Acts:
The Social Trajectory of a Theological
Orientation.” Chair: Jack Renard (St
Louis Univ.); Discussant Richard C.
Martin (Iowa State Univ.). PANEL 3,
“History and Historiography in Early
Islamic Syria and Mesopotamia,” Satur-
day, December 9, 8:00-10:00 AM. Par-
ticipants are Fred M. Donner (Univ. of
Chicago), “The Holy Man in Late Antique
and Early Islamic Syria;” Chase F.
Robinson (Oxford), “Historiography and
the Conquest of Northern Mesopotamia;”
Steven C. Judd (Univ. of Michigan), “Her-
etics and Heroes: Ghaylan al-Dimashqi in
Islamic History;” Marianne Engle
Cameron (Univ. of Chicago), “The Evo-
lution of Khalid b. al-Walid’s nasab and its
Historiographical Value in Constructing a
Biography of a Prominent Companion.”
Chairand Discussant: Roy P. Mottahedeh
(Harvard). :

Please support MEM and attend
these panels!

Jere Bacharach (University of Washing-
ton) will spend seven weeks at St. Cross
College, Oxford, this fall as Samir Shamma
Visiting Lecturer in Islamic Numismatics
and Fellow of the College. He has editeda
volume entitled Restoration and Conser-
vation of Islamic Monuments in Egypt
(Cairo: American University in Cairo Press,
1995), and two of his articles have been
accepted for publication: "Al-Amin's Des-
ignated Successor: The Limitations of
Numismatic Evidence," Journal of the
American Oriental Society (forthcoming),
and "Marwanid Building Activities,"
Mugarnas (forthcoming).

Jonathan P. Berkey (Davidson College)
is currently conducting research on story-
tellers and preachers in the medieval Is-
lamic Near East, on popular religion, and
on food and fasting.

Sheila S. Blair has recently published,
with Jonathan M. Bloom, Compendium of
Chronicles: Rashid al-Din’s Illustrated
History of the World (Oxford, 1995), and
The Art and Architecture of Islam: 1250-
1800 (New Haven & London, 1994). Sheis
currently researching a handbook of Is-
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lamic epigraphy for Edinburgh University
Press.

Jonathan M. Bloom has recently pub-
lished, with Sheila S. Blair, Compendium
of Chronicles: Rashid al-Din’s Illustrated
History of the World (Oxford, 1995), and
The Art and Architecture of Islam: 1250-
1800 New Haven & London, 1994). He is
currently researching the history of paper.

Michael Bonner (University of Michi-
gan) expects publication of his study Aris-
tocratic Violence and Holy War: Studies in
the Jihad and the Arab-Byzantine Frontier
in the American Oriental Society Mono-
graph Seriesin late 1995. His article “Defi-
nitions of Poverty and the Rise of the
Muslim Urban Poor” is forthcoming in
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Amikam Elad (The Hebrew University,
Jerusalem) has published Medieval Jerusa-
lem and Islamic Worship: Holy Places,
Ceremonies and Pilgrimage (Leiden: E. J.
Brill, 1995).

Farouk Omar Fawzi (Al al-Bayt Univer-
sity, Mafrag, Jordan) anticipates publica-
tion soon of his monograph The ‘Abbasid
Caliphate: The period of decline and fall.
He is currently conducting research on the
army and politics during the early centu-
ries of Islam.

Valérie Gonzalez (Université de Provence
and Université Lumiere, Lyon II) is cur-
rently engaged in a researchi project en-
titled “Aesthetics and artistic creation in
Islam: language and signification of the
works of art.”

Ulrich Haarmann (Christian-Albrechts-
Universitit, Kiel) will spend the academic
year 1995-96 as a fellow at the Berlin
Wissenschafiskolleg, where he hopes to
finish his book on awlad al-nas (sons of
Mamliks). His edition of Aba Hamid al-
Qudsi’s Duwal al-islam al-sharifa al-
bahiya, continuing work started by the late
Subhi Labib, should appear in 1995 or
1996 as volume 37 of Bibliotheca Islamica.
He is active in the European Science
Foundation’s project on “Individual and
Society in the Mediterranean Muslim
World”, and has for some time been €O~
editor (with Wadad al-Qadi, Chicago) of

E.J. Brill’s series Islamic History and Civi-
lization.

Walter E. Kaegi (University of Chicago)
reports that Cambridge University Press
hasnow published his 1992 book Byzantium
and the Early Islamic Conquests in a re-
vised paperback edition (1995).

Amalia Levanoni (University of Haifa)
has recently published “The Mamluk Con-
ception of the Sultanate,” IJMES 26(1994),
373-92; “The Mamluks’ Ascent to Power
in Egypt,” Studia Islamica 72 (1990), 121-
144; and “The Consolidation of Aybak’s
Rule: An Example of Factionalism in the
Mamluk State,” Der Islam 71 (1995), 243-
56. He book A Turning Point in Mamluk
History is scheduled to appear this year
from the publishing house of E.J. Brill,
Leiden.

Shaun Elizabeth Marmon (Princeton
University) hasrecently published Eunuchs
and Sacred Boundaries in Islam (Oxford,

1995).

Robert B. Mason (Royal Ontario Mu-
seum, Toronto) completed in 1994 his doc-
toral dissertation for the University of
Oxford entitled Islamic Glazed Pottery,
700-1250. His article “New Looks at Old
Pots: Pottery from the Islamic Worl ?is
forthcoming in Mugarnas. He is working
on putting ceramics in spatial, chronologi-
cal, cultural, and technological contexts.

Josef W. Meri (State University of New
York at Binghamton) is engaged in re-
search on the cult of evergreen Elijah, on
the depiction of death and knowledge in
medieval Islamic society, and on‘ayyarun
and shuttar in medieval Islamic society.

RoyP. Mottahedeh (Harvard University)
is engaged in research on Biyid adminis-
tration and on the literature on ‘ajd 'ib.

Norbert Nebes (Friedrich-Schiller-
Universitit Jena) hasrecently edited Arabia
Felix. Beitrige zur Sprache und Kultur des
vorislamischen Arabien. Festschrift Walter
W. Miiller zum 60. Geburtstag, unter
Mitarbeit von A. Richter, J. Kottsieper,
und M. Maraqten (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz, 1994), and has published
Die Konstruktionen mit / fa- / im

Altsiidarabischen. Syntaktische und
epigraphische Untersuchungen
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1995). His
current research is on epigraphic South
Arabian and the grammar of classical texts.

Ian Richard Netton (University of Leeds),
formerly Reader in Arab and Islamic
Civilisation and Thought in the University
of Exeter, U.K., has now taken up his new
post as Professor of Arabic Studies at the
University of Leeds. His new address is:
Dept. of Modern Arabic Studies, Univer-
sity of Leeds, Leeds LS29JT, U.K. Curzon
Press will publish two new books by Pro-
fessor Netton in October: Textand Trauma,
and Seek Knowledge.

Bernard O’Kane (American University
in Cairo) has recently published “From
Tents to Pavilions: Royal Mobility and
Persian Palace Design,” Ars Orientalis 23
(1993),245-64; “Iran and Central Asia,” in
M. Frishman and H. Khan (eds.), The
Mosque (London, 1994), 1 18-39;and “The
Minaret of Vabkent,” in R. Hillenbrand
(ed.), The Art of the Saljugs in Iran and
Anatolia (Costa Mesa, CA, 1994), 46-54.
His article “The Gunbad-i Jabaliyya and
the Development of the Domed Octagonin
Iran” will appear in the Marsden Jones
Memorial Volume, now in press. He is
currently doing research for a book to be
called Late Fourteenth Century Persian
Painting: The Kalilau Dimna Manuscripts.

Valeria Fiorani Pacentini (Universita
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan) has re-
cently published “Merchants $ Merchan-
dise and Military Power in the Persian Gulf
(Stiriyan;j / Shahriyaj S Siraf),” Atti della
AccademiaNazionale dei Lincei, Memorie,
ser. IX, vol. 3. She has edited a volume of
essayscurrently in press, entitled The Place
of the Dead: The Coastal Area of Makran
(Pisa: Giardini, forthcoming).

William S. Peachy (King Saud Univer-
sity, Riyadh) is currently engaged in re-
search on English-language translations of
the Qur’an.

Moshe Perlmann (Brookline, MA) has
recently published, with T. Philipp, Al-

Jabarti’s History of Egypt (2 vols.,
Wiesdaben: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1994)
(translation and notes).
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Daan van Reenen (Vrie Universitet
Amsterdam) continues work on his disser-
tation, which is based on an extensive
computerized database of hadith that he
has compiled. He continues to sponsor the
“Network on Early Islam”, which inter-
ested parties can join by contacting him at
sofie@let.vu.nl.

Marlis J. Saleh (University of Chicago)
recently completed her doctoral disserta-
tion, entitled “Government Relations with
the Coptic Community in Egypt during the
Fatimid Period.”

Thomas A. Sinclair (University of Cyprus)
has articles on Kayseri, Konya, and
Mesopotamia forthcoming in the
Enciclopedia dell’Arte Medievale.

David D. Testen (University of Chicago)
recently completed his dissertation for the
University of Chicago entitled
“Asseverative la- in Arabic and Related
Semitic Particles.” He is currently en-
gaged in research on historical linguistics,
comparative Semitic (Arabic focus), com-
parative Iranian (Ossetian focus), and the
history of Transcaucasia.

BrannonM. Wheeler (Pennsylvania State
University) has been appointed Assistant
Professor of Religious Studies at Penn
State. He has recently published
“Orientalist Translation and Anthropologi-
cal Reading: Charles Hamilton vs. Claude
Lévi-Strauss,”in Critique: Journal of Criti-
cal Studies of Iran and the Middle East
(Fall, 1994), 9-30. His book Applying the
CanoninIslam: authorization and mainte-
nance of interpretive reasoning in Hanafi
scholarship is forthcoming from the State
University of New York Press. He is
currently engaged in research on siira 28 of
the Qur’an, rida’, and fada’il al-amsar.

Neguin Yavari (Tehran University) has
organized, with Dr. Didier Gazagnadou of
the Sorbonne (Paris VIII), a conference
sponsored by the French Research Insti-
tute in Iran on the concept of “Iranianness”
(see “Symposiaand Conferences” for fuller
information). She has been awarded a
fellowship to spend the autumn and winter
at the Centre for Islamic Studies at Oxford,
U.K., in order to revise for publication her
dissertation on Nizam al-Mulk.

Once More, With Accuracy:

K A C

Creswell

by Neil MacKenzie

Editor’s Note

The “Pioneers” column article on K.A.C.
Creswell by Neil MacKenzie, as it ap-
peared inthe previousissue (UW7.1, April,
1995), was missing a sizable chunk that
spanned two paragraphs and seriously dis-
torted the content of both. The computer
file for this article was carefully proofread
for accuracy before being “placed” in the
Bulletin, but it appears that in the process
of “pasting up”, the program employed
sometimes drops part of a file, leaving a
lacuna that can only be detected by care-
fully proofreading again after the layout
phase. The editor vows to perform this
procedure scrupulously in the future. Re-
sponsibility for the omission is, of course,
entirely that of the editor, who apologizes
to readers and to the author. Rather than
reprint in complete form only the two af-
fected paragraphs, we reprint here the text
of the Creswell article in its entirety, omit-
ting only one of the illustrations that ap-
peared in UW 7.1. Readers wishing to cite
the article should, of course, refer to this
version.
-Ed.

history,” then the works of K. A. C.

Creswell stand in turn as the spinal
column of the history of Islamic architec-
ture. His monumental volumes tracing the
development of Muslim building repre-
sent the core of this discipline, a basis for
continual addition and amendment, and
the indispensable starting point for any
student in the field.

Born in London in 1879, Keppel
Archibald Cameron Creswell was educated
at Westminster School, and later studied
electrical engineering. This combination
provided him with skills in mathematics,
architectural drawing, and (with excep-
tional lucidity) writing, that enabled him to

If “chronology is the spinal column of

produce the remarkable works for which
he is remembered. After some years in
various employment, he applied in 1914
for an appointment for an appointment to
the Archaeological Service of India. He
had, meanwhile, developed a strong inter-
estin Muslim architecture, particularly that
of Persia. He never, however, reached
either India or Iran, as World War I inter-
vened. Posted to Egyptin the Royal Flying
Corpsin 1916, he was commissioned Cap-
taininthe R. A.F.in 1918. In 1919 he was
appointed Inspector of Monuments in
Allenby’s military administration, first in
Syria and then Palestine. After a year of
intensive archaeological survey in this area
he felt prepared to embark on his major
work, a history of the Muslim architecture
of Egypt. With the patronage of King
Fuad, he began this herculean task and his
residence in Cairo both of which contin-
ued, effectively, for the remaining 54 years
of his life.

In 1931 he was appointed lecturer
and then professor at Fuad (now Cairo)
University, apost which he helduntil 1951.
In 1956, as a result of the Suez War, his
personal library was threatened with se-
questration, and a crisis was averted when
the American University in Cairo offered
him sanctuary for his books as well as a
professorship. He maintained this position
until his final return to England in 1973
where he died the following year.

The achievements of Creswell are
fundamentally threefold: 1) as architec-
tural historian; 2) as conservationist/pres-
ervationist; and 3) as bibliographer/biblio-
phile.

Asanecessary prelude to his work
on Egypt, Creswell devoted his first two
volumes, Early Muslim Architecture, to
the study of the Umayyads and early
Abbasids in Syria/Palestine and Iraq, but
also including Egypt, Tunisia, and Spain.
These were published in 1932 and 1940,
with a second edition to Volume I appear-
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ing in 1969. The Muslim Architecture of
Egypt (two volumes—1952, 1959) contin-
ued this project to the mid-fourteenth cen-
tury. Itscompletion through the Circassian
Mamluks was a feat that even Creswell’s
94 years did not allow.

His scholarship was based on facts
and order. Creswell’s study of an indi-
vidual building consisted of an analysis of
the relevant historical texts, the plan and
development of the building, and its archi-
tectural origins. He insisted on exact chro-
nology in all his studies, and traced indi-
vidual architectural forms, such as the

sional skill. His chronologies of buildings,
based on historical texts and travel litera-
ture, were of the best caliber, despite his
inability to read Arabic. He was compe-
tently assisted by Arabists, however, as
evidenced by the many passages translated
in his texts. He maintained constant vigi-
Jance for new archaeological discoveries
in the Islamic Near East and visited them
whenever possible, and continually
searched for new literature on his subject.

Asamember of the Higher Coun-
cil for the Conservation of Arabic Monu-
ments (1939-1951), Creswell was almost

tomes without immediate—and severe—
admonishment.

Creswell’s personality was diffi-
cult. His rigorous professional discipline
extended into his personal life and he often
expected excellence from those incapable
of rendering it. Frequently hypercritical of
other scholars, especially theorists who
ignored (at least to him) obvious facts, he
was himself extremely sensitive to criti-
cism, especially that of Sauvaget, who
approached Islamic archaeology from a
broad-based institutional/cultural perspec-
tive. Many considered Creswell hot-

squinch and pendentive, back to their

headed, a bully, prejudiced, opinion-

earliest examples. This process,
which—in Creswell’s view—identi-
fied the origin of an architectural fea-
ture by its earliest known example,
brought justified criticism from other
scholars. The system, however, was
necessary to establish the basis for
comparative analysis on a broader
plain.

Creswell had little patience
for theory as such. He approached the
chronological study of buildings as an
end in itself, emulating his admired
friend Max Van Berchem, and he de-
tested theoreticians who could notback
their claims with rigid chronology and
comparable plans and architectural
features. While this led to (generally)
unexcelled studies of individual build-
ings, it brought Creswell criticism,
much of it predictable if not always

ated, and a throw-back to the heyday
of British imperialism. As his col-
Jeague R. W. Hamilton put it in an
obituary notice on Creswell, he “was
the master of casual encounters in the
streets, of which his stick was the
symbol if not the instrument.” (Pro-
ceedings of the British Academy, 60
(1974]) But to those (regardless of
nationality) who rendered him ser-
vice—whether source materials from
their publications, translations, or as-
sistance in his physical recording of
monuments—he was generally ap-
preciative. Further, he was genuinely
helpful and supportive to those truly
interested in Islamic architecture and
did much to place his students in the
Egyptian antiquities department and
the museums of Cairo.

While Creswell published prodi-

justified. His studies were accused of
concentrating on chronology and dimen-
sions, while lacking a broader spatial sense
in terms of geography, religion, and cul-
ture.

While some of this criticism is
germane, most of it is ultimately specious.
Admittedly Creswell was interested in
buildings for their own sake at the expense
of human context, and perhaps his studies
of Umayyad and early Abbasid architec-
ture would have been enhanced had they
concentrated on the history of regional
styles rather than insistence on a strict
chronological sequence from Iraq through
Spain. The point is, however, that it was
Creswell who did it. Beginning his field-
work at the age of 39, for fifty-five years he
doggedly pursued his chronology, plans,
and analyses of standing buildings and
archaeological sites—surveying, measur-
ing, and photographing, all with profes-

solely responsible for the clearance and
repair of the walls and gates of mediaeval
Cairo. In addition, he applied continuous
pressure upon government authorities for
works of conservation and restoration not
only in Cairo, but Syria and Palestine as
well.

As bibliographer and bibliophile,
Creswell demonstrated considerable tal-
ent. Even before his introduction to the
Middle East, he began on his substantial
Bibliography of the Architecture, Arts, and
Crafts of Islam (1961), which contained
over 12,000 items. His personal library, a
virtual museum of chronicles and travel-
ogues, many of folio size and exquisitely
bound, remained even after its acquisition
by the American University his personal
domain—reinforced by his presence. Only
with the utmost tact and physical care
could the prospective student peruse his

giously, his major works remain the
great green volumes on Early Muslim Ar-
chitecture and The Muslim Architecture of
Egypt. These will continue to be the main-
stay of scholarship in Islamic architecture
as well as the framework of further re-
search for the foreseeable future.

Bibliographical Note: For much of my
source material, Iam indebted to Mugarnas,
vol. 8 1991, K. A. C. Creswell and his
Legacy, especially the articles by Oleg
Grabar, Robert Hamilton, Julian Raby, and
Michael Rogers.
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES & SYMPOSIA

7th Symposium Syriacum

and
5th Conference on Christian Arabic Studies
Call for Papers

These two conferences will be held in August, 1996, at Uppsala University and Lund
University, Sweden, respectively. The 7th Symposium Syriacum willbe held in Uppsala
12-14th August, 1996 The 5th Conference on Christian Arabic Studies will be held in
Lund 15-18 August, 1996. All scholars and students interested in participating in either
conference are kindly requested to notify the organizers (see below). The Organizing
Committee invites suggestions of the names of possible participants who may not have

received news of the conferences.

Those planning to participate only in the
7th Symposium Syriacum, or in both the
Symposium and the 5th Conference on
Christian Arabic Studies, please notify by
mail or fax:

Symposium Syriacum, Uppsala Univer-
sity, Department of Asian and African
Languages, Box 51, §-751 20 SWEDEN.
Fax: (4618) 181094

Those planning to participate only in the
5th Conference on Christian Arabic Stud-
ies please contact:

Professor Bo Holmberg

Institute of Middle East Languages
Lund University

Bredgatan 4

§-222 21 Lund, SWEDEN

Fax: +46 46-10 44 28

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
IN WORLD HISTORY

CALL FOR PAPERS

The World History Association is plan-
ning its fifth annual conference on the
theme of Science and Technology in World
History, to be held June 21-23, 1996 at
California State Polytechnic University in
Pomona, California.

Prof. Mahmood Ibrahim of Cal
Poly Pomona is interested in forming a
panel on science and technology in Islamic
history. Those who are interested in sub-
mitting a paperfor this panel should con-
tact Prof. Mahmood Ibrahim or Prof. David
Smith, Program Chair, Dept. of History,
Cal Poly Pomona, 3801 West Temple Ave.
Pomona, CA 91768. Prof. Smith’s e-mail
is DRSMITH@ csupomona.edu.

International Congress on
PRE-MODERN ENCYLOPEDIC TEXTS

1-4 July, 1996
COMERS

(Centre for Classical, Oriental, Medieval and Renaissance Studies), University of Groningen, The Netherlands

CALL FOR PAPERS

This project treats Encyclopedic literature as a paradigm, rather than a prescriptively defined genre. The congress will deal with a
wide range of encyclopedic texts, from the lexical lists of the ancient Near East, through Greek mythographical digests, early medieval
Syriac compilations, studies of particular medieval encyclopedias, and studies of the “encyclopedic culture” of the later Middle Ages
and Renaissance, as embodied in, for example, collections of moralised lore, bestiaries, handbooks, cosmographic treatises, etc. This
congress should offer a splendid opportunity for an interdisciplinary meeting at the crossroads of the Western, Ancient Near Eastern,
Byzantine, Islamic, and other pre-modern traditions.

Scholars engaged in research on any aspect of encyclopedic texts are invited to present a paper. The conference will be
structured around five domains: 1. Encyclopedia: Definitions and Theoretical Questions. 2. Cultural and Political Uses. 3. Reception
and Transmission of Texts. 4. Epistemology of Encyclopedic Knowledge. 5. Organisation of Knowledge. Scholars who are interested
in presenting papers should submit a proposal to the organisers, indicating the title of the paper, a brief abstract (no more than 300
words), and the domain in which they would like it to be included.

For further information, contact Dr. Peter Binkley at COMERS, providing your name, affiliation, address, telephone, and e-mail, and
whether you wish to present a paper or simply to attend. Interested persons will be sent information on hotels, registration fees, etc.
COMERS / International Encyclopedia Congress, Oude Boteringestraat 23, 9712 GC Groningen, The Nether-
lands. Fax: (50) 63 72 63; Telephone : (50) 63 72 58; e-mail: binkley @let.rug.nl.
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES & SYMPOSIA

CHARTING THE HORIZONS:
ISLAMIC AND JUDAIC VALUES
AND TRADITIONS IN DIALOGUE,
CONTACT AND CONTRAST

November 5-7, 1995 - Denver, CO,
U.S.A.

The Conference will deal with aspects of
Islamic-Judaic Studies, especially as re-
lated to values and traditions in contact,
contrast and dialogue. Some papers will
continue themes of previous conferences,
Muslims and Jews in North America, and
Women, Families and Children in Islamic
andJudaic Traditions. A very limited num-
ber of travel subsidies may be available
upon request.

Forfullerconference information,
contact Program Chair, Institute for Is-
lamic-Judaic Studies, University of Den-
ver, Denver CO 80208, USA.

E-Mail: SWARD@DU.EDU (Internet).
Fax: 303-871-3037.
Telephone Inquiries: 303-871-3020.

HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY
OF THE KURDS

The Society for the Advancement
of Kurdish Studies plans a conference on
the pre-modern history and archaeology of
the Kurds, to mark the 400th anniversary
of the writing of the Sharafnama of Sharaf
al-Din Bitlisi. The conference will be held
in the fall of 1996 at the Kurdish Library,
Brooklyn, N.Y. A lecture series at the
KurdishLibraryandexhibitsattheKurdish
Museum and other institutions .are also
planned.

Papers on all aspects of Kurdish
history and culture up to the nineteenth
century planned. For registration and fur-
ther information, write to: SAKS-400,
Kurdish Library and Museum, 345 Park
Place, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11238, USA, or
SAKS Coordinator Dr. Mehrdad Izady,
157 West 79th Street, #5B, New York,
N.Y. 10024, USA.

APPROPRIATING AND RE-AP-
PROPRIATING THE PAST: HIS-
TORY AND HISTORIOGRAPHY IN
ISLAMIC AND JUDAIC TRADI-
TIONS

October 20-22, 1996 - Denver, CO,
U.S.A.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The Conference invites papers dealing
with aspects of the perception (and mis-
perception) of the past in Islam and Juda-
ism, including universal histories,
intraconfessional chronicles, accounts of
critical junctures such as early Islamic
times, Islamic Spain, Jews of Islamic lands,
the Ottoman Empire, etc. Keynote ad-
dresses will be offered by Lenn E. Goodman
and Azim Nanji.

One page abstracts are due in
Denver by July 15, 1995. Abstracts should
include presenter’s name, address, aca-
demic affiliation, E-Mail, telephones and
fax. Abstracts should be sent to: Professor
Lenn E. Goodman, Program Chair, c/o
Institute for Islamic-Judaic Studies, Uni-
versity of Denver, Denver, CO 80208,
USA, orto SWARD@DU.EDU (Internet),
or Fax, 303-871-3037.

SYMPOSIUM ON THE HISTORY
OF ARABIC SCIENCE

The sixth International Symposium on the
history of Arabic science will be held in
Ra’s al-Khaimah, United Arab Emirates,
in December, 1996. The conference will
be organized by the Institute for the His-
tory of Arabic Science, University of
Aleppo, Syria, and the Center for Studies
and Texts in Ra’s al-Khaimah, U.A.E.

For further information, contact Professor
Kh. Maghout, Director, Institute for the
History of Arabic Science, University of
Aleppo, Syria; or Ms. Amal al-Rifa‘i, Fax
[in Syria, country code 963]: 21-229184.

THE HISTORY OF
ISLAMIC ART HISTORY
Collectors, Collections, and Scholars,
1850-1950

CALL FOR PAPERS

The conference will be held on October
18-19, 1996 (provisional date), and is spon-
sored by the Barakat Trustand The Victorial
and Albert Museum, London. The aim of
the conference is to investigate the evolu-
tion of Islamic art history into a serious
academic subject, and to focus on the role
of collectors, museums, and institutions in
that process. Papers will concentrate on the
study of Islamic art in various European
and Middle Eastern countries, toreveal the
development of distinctive traditions of
scholarship as well as the interplay be-
tween amateur scholars, collectors, archae-
ologists, museum and university profes-
sionals.

Those interested in proposing a paper for
consideration by the committee should send
an abstract of 100-250 words together with
name, address, institutional affiliation, tele-
phone, fax, and e-mail, to the address be-
low. Papers will be limited to 20 minutes to
allow time for discussion. Abstracts must
arrive before 31 January 1996.

The Barakat Trust Conference
49, Elsworthy Road
London NW3 3BS England, UK.
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RECENT CONFERENCES & SYMPOSIA

Papers of the Conference on Muhammad b.
Jarir al-Tabari

The Institute for Middle East Studies at the University of St. Andrews, Scotland, held its
conference on al-Tabari from 30 August-2 September 1995. In the nature of things, the
final program varied slightly from the preliminary program announced earlier in UW.

The final program included the following speakers and papers, in order of presentation:
Tarif Khalidi (AUB), “Tabari: an Introduction.” L. M. Whitby (St. Andrews), “Tabari
and the Old Testament.” Jane D McAuliffe (Toronto), “Tabari and the Prelude to the
Prophet.” Zeev Rubin (Tel Aviv), “Lost Sassanian Historiography in Tabari.” M.
Zakeri (Frankfurt), “Tabari on Sassanian History: a study in sources.” Lawrence
Conrad (Wellcome Institute, London), “The Uses of Number in the Era of al-Tabari.”
J. Nawas (Utrecht), “The Use of Number in Tabari.” Stephen Humphreys (UC Santa
Barbara), “Tabari and Sayf b ‘Umar.” Khalil Athamina (Bir Zeit), “Tabari and al-
Baladhuri.” A. Vrolyk (Utrecht), “The Making of the de Goeje edition.” A. Tayob
(South Africa), “Tabari and the Companions of the Prophet.” C. Gilliot (Aix-en-
Provence), “Al-Tabari and the ‘History of Salvation’.” Chase Robinson (Oxford),
“Tabari and the Historiography of Northern Mesopotamia.” Sebastian Giinther
(Halle), “Early Shi‘ite Historiograpical Sources used by Tabari.” Moshe Sharon
(Jerusalem), “The Affair of Mukhtar.” Matthew Gordon (Miami Univ., Ohio), “Tabari
and the Turks of Samarra.” Hugh Kennedy (St. Andrews), “The Structure of Narrative
in Tabari's account of the Abbasids.” E. Landau-Tasseron (Jerusalem), “Dhay] al-
Mudhayyal.” O. Ismail (Qatar), “The Other Tabari.” R. Lilie (Berlin), “Tabari and
Theophanes on the Arab Invasions of Byzantium.” Walter E. Kaegi and Paul M. Cobb
(Chicago), “Shahrbaraz, Heraclius, and Tabari” J. Howard-Johnston (Oxford),
“Tabari and the Last Great War of Antiquity.” Elton Daniel (Hawaii), “Bal‘ami’s
Persian ‘translation’ of Tabari.” A. Khalidov (St. Petersburg), “Russian Translations
from Tabari’s History.” Hugh Kennedy (St. Andrews), Summing Up.

For further information on these presentations, contact the authors or the conference
organizer, Dr. Hugh Kennedy, Department of Mediaeval History, University of St.
Andrews, Fife KY 16 9AL, U.K. Tel. 0334-476161. Internet: hnk @st-andrews.ac.uk.

The Concept of
"Iranianness'' and its
impact on Scholarship

This symposium dealt with the question,
"How did the concept of "Iranienness”
influence the Iranian intellectual and
Western Iranologists in the construction
of the "scientific object" of their studies
(historical, anthropological, archaeologi-
cal, or philosophical)?"

The symposium was sponsored by the
Institut Frangais de Recherche en Iran
(IFRI) and was held on 31 May, 1995 at
the Institute. It was organized by Dr.
Neguin Yavari (Institute for Cultural
Studies and Research, Tehran) and Dr.
Didier Gazagnadou (Université de Paris
VIII -- Sorbonne).

For information on the proceedings,
contact IRFI, P.O. Box 15815-3495,
Tehran, Av. Felestin, Av. Shahid Nazari
-- 52,Adib St., Tehran 13158, Iran. Fax
(98 21) 640-5501.

MAMLUK STUDIES REVIEW

NETWORK FOR EARLY
ISLAMIC STUDIES

The Network for Early Islamic Studies is
open to all scholars interested in this field.
It provides, via the Internet, periodic up-
dates on research activities, conferences,
and other news relating to Early Islamic
Studies.

Scholars wishing to join the Network should
contact Daan van Reenen at the following
e-mail address: sofie@let.vu.nl.

The Middle East Documentation Center (MEDOC) of the University of Chicago is
presently organizing the first issue of Mamluk Studies Review, which will appear
annually beginning in the Fall of 1997. If you would like to contribute an article to the
first or subsequent issues, contact the editor, Bruce D. Craig, Middle East Documentation
Center, The University of Chicago, 5828 South University Avenue, 201 Pick Hall,
Chicago, IL 60637, U.S.A. Tel. (312)702-8426. Fax (312) 753-0569. E-mail: mideast-
library @uchicago.edu.

ELECTRONIC DISCUSSION GROUP FOR MAMLUK SPECIALISTS

ME!?OC has also initiated an on-line forum for communication among Mamluk
specialists. Subscribe by sending a message to majordomo@lismosz.uchicago.edu. The
body of the message should read: subsdribe mamluk your-address. Leave the subject line
blank. MEDOC will soon make its Mamluk Studies: A Bibliography, containing over
3400 citations to secondary literature in the field, available in searchable format via a
World Wide Web site to be established in the near future.
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ir Hamilton Alexander Roskeen
Gibb was the greatest English-
language Arabist and student of
Islam in this century. Born in
Alexandria, Egypt, in 1895, educated at
Edinburgh, he joined the newly founded
London School of Oriental Studiesin 1921,

by Ira Lapidus

for acourse on Asia, because a high school
teacher had told me that the study of Asian
history was still young and it was possible
to work on big, uncharted subjects. At
Harvard in 1956 the two obvious choices
were Fairbank and Reischauer’s course on
East Asian history, and Gibb’s course on

own thoughts, but in individual conversa-
tion he was surprisingly inarticulate. “Well,
yes, yes, hrumpf,” he would say, looking
about as if expecting someone else; nolong
trains of chatter. Students went away feel-
ing inadequate, unworthy of having dis-
turbed the great man. In class, though, he
was poised and forceful, and his

and was named Professor of Ara-
bic in 1930. In 1937 he became
the Laudian Professor of Arabic
at Oxford University. In 1955
Gibb went to Harvard, where he
hoped to find a more open intel-
lectual environment, greater sup-
port for the field of Islamic stud-
ies than was available in Britain,
and new students to train as future
generations of Arabists. He came
to Harvard as University Profes-
sorand James Richard Jewett Pro-
fessor of Arabic.

By the time Gibb came
to Harvard, he was already known
world wide for the extraordinary
breadth of his studies. His works
on classical and modern Arabic
literature had become standards
in the field, and he had written on
early Arabic poetry and syntax,
law and politics, and Islam and
Arab societies in contemporary
times. Gibb wrote extensively on

lectures, one after another, or-
chestrated a great vision of Is-
lamic history. He brought into
clear relief the contours of a vast
subject. He illustrated his ideas
with great erudition from his ex-
haustive readings in the corpus of
early Arabic-Islamic literatures.
In that context he wore a look of
good-natured, slightly avuncular
interest in his students; after all,
he was taking us on a journey of
the mind. I wanted to go on that
journey; I was enthralled by his
imaginative reach. I wanted his
recognition, too, and I am still
moved to remember that he said
of my first paper “very good,”
which was said to mean “very
good indeed.”

Gibb inspired reverence
and awe in all of us. L. made
himselfinto adetective to find the
secret of Gibb’s power. In

history as well, including studies of politi-
cal and religious institutions, Saladin and
the crusades, and the basic institutions of
the Ottoman Empire in the 18th century.
His deepest insights were contained in his
studies of poetry, Islam, religion and poli-
tics, and his studies of the relationships of
civilizations.

I came to Gibb’s classes looking

Islamic history. “Rice Paddies” was taught
at 9:00 A M. and Islam at 11:00 AM. I
went first to Gibb’s class and have stayed
in the field for nearly forty years.

_ Gibb’scame withatoweringrepu-
tation, and a presence to match. He was
awesome. Over six feet tall, heavy, with a
rqddy complexion, his balding head held
high, Gibb seemed aloof and secure in his

Harvard’s Widener library the stack floors
did not correspond to the windows, and L.
found that if he lay on his stomach on one
upper floor he could look through the very
top of the arch of the window of the floor
below and see Gibb in his study across the
courtyard. By patient waiting, he could
report Gibb’s daily routine: “He comes in
at about 9:10; he reads the mail. He takes
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out his notebook for the translation of Ibn
Battuta (seen through binoculars). He an-
swers the telephone.” Week after week, L.
provided us with breathless revelations.

And then there were Gibb’s teas.
I was invited to the first while still a junior
in college, with a small group of students,
and we satin Gibb’s living room arrayed in
acircle. Being the shortest, I naturally had
the deepest sofa as my seat. I was ill from
tension. What would I say? Everybody
else must have been ill too because nobody
had anything to say. Gibb funferred and
hrumpfed. Finally, I thought of some-
thing. Isaid, “This is very good tea,” and
Imeant it, never having tasted tea that was
anything more than puckery water. “What
kind is it?” More silence. Lady Gibb: “It’s
Liptons.” Still more silence.

But I learned and learned. Gibb
made me a scholar. In my first year of
graduate school, I enrolled in a reading
tutorial. I went to see Gibb; he suggested
some reading on pre-Islamic Arabia. I
went back a week later. He asked me what
I thought was important. Then, what did I
think was problematic, still at issue. He
suggested new reading addressed to the
newissues. SoIstarted tosee Gibb weekly,
in my naivete and curiosity reading every-
thing he suggested and coming back every
week to talk about it. About the fifth or
sixth week, reading about the Umayyads, I
was baffled by the literature. It is still
painful for me to remember this. Gibb
grew very agitated. He threw up his hands.
“Idon’t tell graduate students what to do,”
he said. “Youhave toread actively and sort
out the data.” He stood up; I had to go. I
went home, crushed, but I sorted out the
data and created a file for information on
the military, the administration, court deco-
ration and ceremony, the titles of the ca-
liphs, tribal politics, settlements, agricul-
tural reclamation, everything—on and on.
I had been taughtto look onmy own for the
questions that needed to be asked.

From Gibb I got the fundamen-
tals of my vision of Islam, my grasp of the
tension in Islamic societies between states
and religious communities, and the funda-
mentally ambiguous relationships between
them. Ilearned to think about history as the
intersection of both moral and mechanical
forces. Gibb encouraged me to go to other
scholars for other dimensions of my for-
mation. He urged me to be 2 professional
historian. I took my degree in History, and

went to work with Claude Cahen in Paris.
Gibb also encouraged my study of sociol-
ogy with Talcott Parsonsand RobertBellah.
He was always on the alert for new ways to
deepen and refresh the study of Islam and
Arabic culture.

Gibb loved his poetry seminar
best. He came with a small paper notebook
in which he had evidently been making
notes for some forty hears. As we satround
the table trying to read and translate the
poetry, Gibb would occasionally erase a
few words and then enter some new idea in
a minute hand. It was a pleasure to hear
him translate. He lent the poems dignity in
their diction, and in one line after another
he made obscure phrases meaningful,
evocative and alive. By the end, the poem
was a whole. An accomplished and well-
known Arabist sat in on that seminar, and
we had exchanges like the following: “What
does this mean? I can’t find it anywhere.”
“Well, well, it means ‘such and such™.”
“No.” “Yes.” “How do you know?”
“Hrumpf.” Gibbcited some obscure source,
or perhaps an intuition drawn from the
context of the poem, or he would pick up a
volume of Lane’s dictionary and, typi-
cally, open it to within a page of the entry
he wanted. Open mouthed, we returned to
awe.

Always, though, that virtually
complete incapacity for small talk: or so it
seemed. One day, in my third year of
graduate school, I met Gibb coming up two
long flights of stairs to the courtyard and
atrium where the Middle East Center was
then located. I was walking down. We
stopped about three steps apart, eye to eye
for the first time. Gibb started to fumble.
“Oh,” 1 said, “you are inviting me to tea.”
“Yes,” he said. Solasked whenand where
and who was coming, and how nice to see
so and so, etc. Gibb looked visibly re-
lieved. The secret of talking to him was to
talk to him. Ever after we had perfectly
pleasant conversations. If I started them
and was direct and forthright, Gibb chatted
comfortably. Gibb was simply very shy.

In March, 1964, he suffered a
disastrous stroke. He would never recover
the use of the right side of his body. He
couldn’t walk with his right leg. To move
his right arm, he had to lift it with the other
hand. His speech? He understood, he could
make himself understood laboriously, but
only to friends. He who had been so elo-
quent could not longer fully speak our

common tongue.

I was going for physical therapy
for a broken ankle, and I saw him for the
first time after his stroke some two months
later, in the hospital corridor. Gibb was in
a wheelchair; he had lost some forty or
more pounds. He was frail, he was needy.
He greeted me with words I could not
understand, and with an expression which
I had never seen in the eight years I had
worked with him, despite the tea parties,
our many intellectual discussions, and the
frank conversations we had had about the
“field,” our colleagues, and my career. He
looked at me with affection. I wanted to
stroke his head; I am sorry that I didn’t.

Gibbretired to Oxford. Isaw him
several times again, when he returned,
partially recovered, for his last term as
director of the Middle East Center at
Harvard. I visited him during my sabbati-
cal year in Oxford in 1968-69. We gos-
siped about the field, and we exchanged
books.

This has not come out as I in-
tended. I should have said more about
Gibb’s contributions to Islamic and Arabic
studies. I urge you to read the obituaries
written by Albert Hourani in the Proceed-
ings of the British Academy 58 (1972), and
by William Polk in the Year Book of the
American Philosophical Society, 1972. 1
can’t bring myself to try to assess him or
sum him up. I am still moved by awe and
love. He gave me my education, my learn-
ing, my life’s work. I have not been en-
tirely worthy, but enough so to be at peace
with him in my mind. And sad; Imiss him.

Major Publications of
Sir Hamilton A. R. Gibb

The Arab Conquests in Central Asia (Lon- |
don, 1923); Arabic Literature: an intro-
duction (London, 1926); Ibn al-Qalanisi,
The Damascus Chronicle of the Crusades,
translated (London, 1932); Whither Islam?
A Survey of Modern Movements in the
Moslem World (London, 1932); Modern
Trends in Islam (Chicago, 1947);
Mohammedanism: An historical survey
(Oxford, 1949); Islamic Society and the
West, 1, Islamic Society in the Eighteenth
Century, with Harold Bowen (2 parts,
Oxford, 1950 and 1957); The Travels of
Ibn Battuta, A.D. 1325-1354 (Cambridge,
1958); Studies on the Civilization of
Islam(Boston, 1962).
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Members of MEM are invited to submit re-
views of recent books in Arabic, Persian, Turk-
ish, Hebrew, or other Middle Eastern languages
that they have read and that deal with subjects of
interest to MEM’s membership. In exceptional
cases, reviews of books in English or other
European languages will be printed, but the
main focus will be books in Middle Eastern

languages, because generally these are not
reviewed in Western journals. Al-‘Usur al-
Wusta relies on the voluntary submission of
reviews because review copies of books in
Middle Eastern languages are not usually made
available.

Reviews should be brief, 250 words
or, if possible, fewer. A short note is sufficient
in many cases, as it serves the main purpose of
bringing a worthwhile work of scholarship to
the attention of MEM members who may be
interested in the subject it treats. Be sure to
include full bibliographical information: full
name of author, full title, place and date of
publication, publisher, and number of pages.
Send reviews directly to the editor.

Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin al- |
Dhiyib, Dirasa tahliliya li-1-nuqish
al-aramiya al-gadima fi Tayma’,
al-Mamlaka al- ‘arabiya al-Sa‘idiya
[Analytical Study of the ancient
Aramaic inscriptions in Tayma’,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia] (Riyadh:
Maktabat al-malik Fahd al-
wataniya, 1414/1994). 191pp.,
plates, bibliography.

Although the subject of this work
falls outside the range of interest of most of
Al-‘Usiir al-Wusta's readers, I call atten-
tion to it as an example of the high-quality
work in the inscriptional record that is
currently being produced in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. The text thoroughly de-
scribes 33 inscriptions and offers a full
linguistic, palaeographic, and content
analysis of each, based on a wide range of
scholarly publications in Arabic, English,
French, and German. This work should
quickly become a part of the standard sec-
ondary literature in Aramaic studies. We

can commend the author for his work and

express the hope that he and other Saudi
scholars will produce more works of this
kind and quality. [Incidentally, the bibli-
ography indicates that in various articles
the author Romanizes his name as “S. al-
Theeb”, a fact of which bibliographers
may wish to take note.]
-Fred M. Donner

Sa‘d ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Rashid,
Kitabat islamiya ghayr manshira
min “Ruwawa” al-Madina al-
munawwara [Unpublished Islamic
inscriptions from “Ruwawa,”
Medina]. Riyad: Dar al-Watan,
1413/1993. 128pp., black-and-white
illustrations, maps, and tables.

The current controversy on the
historical origins of Islam, which has been
marked by the appearance of several widely
divergent and (sometimes) mutually con-
tradictory theories, is a reflection of the
factthat our main sources of putative infor-
mation about Muhammad, his early com-
munity, and their successors are literary
compilations that are clearly much later
than the events they describe. Given this
fact, the most important new material for
clarifying the uncertainties surrounding the
origins of Islam in Arabia may well come
from the discovery and publication of new
documentary evidence dating to the early
Islamic period. The volume under review
is a most welcome addition to this small,
but gradually growing, body of documen-
tary evidence on carly Islamic times.

The author publishes here 55 Ara-
bic inscriptions gathered at Ruwawa, a site
about 50 km south of Medina, where they
are found carved into the flat surfaces of
large boulders. Nine of the inscriptions are
dated, the earliest to 76 A.H. and the latest
to 246 A.H., with five clustering between
100 and 140 AH. The publication is
exemplary: each inscription is carefully
described, and accompanied by a halftone
photograph and aclearline drawing. Espe-
cially noteworthy is the careful analysis of
the inscriptions as a whole, including com-
plete tabulation of all personal names. The
letter-forms of the dated inscriptions are

conveniently presented in tables in an ap-
pendix; examination of the palaeography
of the dated ones helps make possible, of
course, an estimation of the dates of many
others on palaeegraphical grounds. More-
over, the way in which each letter (alif, ba’,
etc.) is rendered in all the inscriptions is
discussed in a separate section (pp. 113-

| 122). There is also a separate tabulation

(pp. 107-108) of key features or words/
phrases (e.g., the four inscriptions that in-
clude Qur‘dnic dyas, occurrences of
Muhammad rasil Allah (once), amin,
Allahumma, tab Allah, la ilaha illa llah,
etc. Allof this adds to the usefulness of the
volume.

The author is to be commended
for the careful and thorough way in which
these vitally important documents have
been published. We hope that he and his
students and colleagues will continue to
work with this material, so that the thou-
sands of remaining unpublished inscrip-
tions that still dot the Arabian countryside
can be made available for scientific study.

-Fred M. Donner

Muhammad Muhammad Mursi al-
Shaykh, Al-Imarat al-‘arabiya fi
bilad al-Sham [The Arab Princi-
palities in Geographical Syria].
Alexandria: al-Hay’aal-Misriyaal-
‘amma li-1-kitab, 1980.

This is a thoughtful and straight-
forward presentation of an historical phe-
nomenon of the post-* Abbasid agein Syria:
the rise of independent “Arab principali-
ties” or “bedouin dynasties.” To be pre-
cise, this is a study of three such principali-
ties: the Mirdasids of Aleppo, the Bani
‘ Ammir of Tripoli, and the Bani Mungidh
of Shayzar, all of whom flourished in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries C.E.

The book begins with an intro-
ductory chapter that sketches the tribal
backgroundtotherise ofindependent tribal-
based principalities in Syria, and very
briefly discusses the interface between
nomadic and settled societies that makes

such principalities possible; this is fol-
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lowed by a conventional geographical
sketch of northern Syria. Chapter two
discusses the Mirdasids. It is, it must be
admitted, a bit disappointing. On the one
hand, it lacks the depth of Suhayl Zakkar’s
study on this dynasty, which the author did
not consult; on the other, it does not pro-
vide the proper historical context that one
finds in Hugh Kennedy’s recent treatment.
However, it is an excellent narrative of the
simple sequence of events and the main
political challenges to the Bani Mirdas,
particularly with regard to relations with
the Byzantines.

Chapter three, on the Bani
‘Ammar of Tripoli, is structured in much
the same way as chapter two. Here, the
main themes that the author discusses are
the ambivalent relationship of this dynasty
with the Fatimid caliphate, and the local
challenge posed by the recently-arrived
Crusader armies. Along the way, the au-
thor is able to solve some chronological
and prosopographical puzzles that had es-
caped the scrutiny of earlier Orientalist
scholarship. Likewise, chapter four is a
narrative account of the rise, heyday, and
fall of the Banit Mungidh of Shayzar and
their relationship with the Crusader princi-
palities and the Byzantine empire.

The final chapter is a sort of grab-
bag of topics outside the realm of political
history, some of which leave a little to be
desired. Although this book does not oth-
erwise evince any strict partisan or nation-
alist commitments, the author does have a
tendency to laud the Arab virtues of these
principalities, particularly in his section on
the survival of their “Arabness.” This
results in some unfortunate statements,
notably the designation of the Umayyad
dynasty as an “Arab kingdom” and of the
‘Abbasids as a melting-pot of less virtuous
elements. The remainder of this chapter is
given over to unrelated sketches onleisure,
patronage of the arts and learning, popula-
tion, and religious minorities.

This is not a book of wide-rang-
ing theories or fancy models. But it is
highly recommended for anyone wishinga
good, clean, detailed narration of what
happened under these three Arab princi-
palities, based on all the relevant Arabic
(and some Latin) sources, and engaging
with the bulk of (older) Western secondary

scholarship on the subject. Along the way,
the reader can meet with some informed
thoughts from the author on the general
phenomenon of independent, nomad-based
states and the course of Arab culture in
medieval Syria.

-Paul M. Cobb

Ritshard Murtil [Richard Mortel],
Al-Ahwal al-siyasiya wa-al-
iqtisadiya bi-Makkah fi 1-‘asr al-
Mamliki [Political and economic
conditions in Mecca in the Mamluk
eral. Riyadh: Jami‘at al-Malik
Sa‘ad, 1985/1405. 273 + xii pp.

Richard Mortel’s study of the
political and economic history of Mecca
during the Mamluk period fills critical
gaps in Mamluk studies scholarship, as
well as the history of the Middle Period of
the Hijaz. Most research in Mamluk his-
tory represents views from the cultural
centers of Cairo and Damascus, not alto-
gether surprising since such are the van-
tage points of the Mamluk period sources.
As for the Hijaz, the gap is unfortunately
apparent when one examines the relevant
chapters in general histories of this part of
Arabia, for example, de Gaury’s The Rul-
ers of Mecca (1934) or Peters’s Mecca: A
Literary History of the Holy Land (1994).
These offer but brief discussions of the
later medieval centuries, and theirapproach
to the history of the Hijaz has to varying
extents been determined by the selections
made by F. Wiistenfeld when he compiled
his Die Chroniken der Stadt Mekka (1861).

Mortel’s book is a straightfor-
ward and informative account of the politi-
cal and economic history of Mecca. Al-
though it deals chiefly with the period of
the Mamluk sultanate, this volume may be
of interest to non-Mamlukists as well. The
organization of the book is based on the
periodization of the political history of the
Meccan sharifate, and is presented in seven
chapters. Anintroduction includesan over-
view of the book’s principal sources, a
number of which have apparently not been
used in secondary literature dealing with
the topic athand, and along with the exten-
sive bibliography, form a thorough com-

pendium on the historiography of the me-
dieval Hijaz. The first chapter deals with
the period from the 10th through the 12th
centuries when Mecca was ruled by the
Ja‘afirah and the Hawashim lineages. The
second chapter deals with theearly thir-
teenthcentury when Ayyubids and Rasulids
struggled to dominate the region, as well as
the first decades of the Mamluk period.
The following four chapters cover the pe-
riod up to the fall of the Mamluk sultanate
in 1517. The seventh chapter deals with
economic conditions in Mecca during the
Mamluk period. A conclusion outlines in
twenty-seven itemized points the results of
the study, the first five of which deal with
the centuries before 1250.

The author approaches the sub-
ject primarily through local sources, in-
cluding not only those authors that
Wiistenfeld included within his compila-
tion, but, more significantly, also the
Meccan chroniclers and biographers Najm
| al-Din ‘Umar Ibn Fahd and his son, ‘Abd
| al-*Aziz, who until now have been largely
| neglected by researchers. Mortel uses also
the standard Egyptian, Syrian, and Y emeni
historians of the late thirteenth through
early sixteenth centuries. The result is a
study that clearly illustrates the gradually
dominating role of the Cairo sultans in the
affairs of the Hijaz, as seen from the per-
spective of Mecca. The importance of
Mortel’s contribution is that it offers in
substantial detail a view of the Meccan
sharif's attempts to counter not only the
hegemonic aspirations of neighboring sul-
tanates, but also the machinations of their
Meccan rivals. Scholars interested in the
history of Mecca and western Arabia will
consider this book required reading.

-John Meloy

Abu 1-Ma‘ali al-Musharraf b. al-
Murajja b. Ibrahim al-Maqdisi,
Fada’il Bayt al-Magqdis wa l-Khalil
wa Fada’il al-Sham [The Merits of
the Holy House, Hebron, and Syria].
Edited with an introduction by Ofer
Livne-Kafri. Shafa ‘Amr: Dar al-
Mashriq, 1995. 419 pages and 9
page English introduction.

This book is the definitive edition
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of Ibn al-Murajja’s collection of hadith
reports about the Merits of Jerusalem,
Hebron, and Syria, written around the 430s/
1030s. The text is essential reading for
anyone interested in Jerusalem in the early
Islamic period. It is one of the two earliest
collections of traditions about the merits of
Jerusalem (the other is that of al-Wasiti).
While known from a manuscript in
Tiibingen, and used by some scholars (it is
one of the basic sources of information that
Amikam Elad used in his recent book,
Medieval Jerusalem & Islamic Worship:
Holy Places, Ceremonies, Pilgrimage
[Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1995]), the text had not
been available in a printed edition before.

Ibn al-Murajja’s book, like the
other Merits of Jerusalem books, is a col-
lection of hadith reports. 594 traditions are
included, divided into four sections: praises
of Jerusalem, praises of mosques, praises
of Syria, and praises of Hebron.

The first section on the merits of
Jerusalem is by far the longest part and its
407 traditions cover a wide variety of top-
ics, including a substantial number of tra-
ditions about the Dome of the Rock. Of
special interest is a “guide to pilgrims”
section that includes the prayers that Mus-
lim pilgrims are to recite at the Muslim
holy sites on the Haram and elsewhere in
Jerusalem.

The other shorter sections include
94 traditions on the merits of mosques, 46
traditions on the merits of Syria and 47
traditions on the merits of Hebron, which
focus on the Tombs of the Patriarchs and
also include a “guide to pilgrims”. Livne-
Kaffi includes numerous footnotes foreach
hadith report, most of which identify the
individuals recorded in the isnads. The
book has extensive indices and bibliogra-
phy.

Livne-Kafri has published anum-
ber of articles, mostly in Hebrew, about the
Merits of Jerusalem literature, butregretta-
bly here includes only a brief introduction
(in
English).

The book s attractively produced
in paperback by an obscure Israeli-Arab
publisher, and is poorly distributed. It
deserves better and it is worth the effort to
track it down.

Continuing on the same theme,

readers may be interested in the publica-
tion of a brief text of 32 hadith reports on
the merits of Syria (Egyptian National Li-
brary - History 497): Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi (705/1305-1306-
-744/1343-1344), Fada’il al-Sham, edited
by Majdi Fathi al-Sayyid (Tanta: Dar al-$
ahaba li-1-Turath, 1988,
39 pages).

-Robert Schick

—

Badri Muhammad Fahd, Ta’rikh
Baghdad li-l-mu’arrikh Ibn al-
Najjar al-Baghdadi [The History of
Baghdad by the Historian Ibn al-
Najjar al-Baghdadi]. Baghdad: Dar
al-shu’in al-thagafiya al-‘amma,
1986.

The Ta’rikh Baghdad of Ibn al-
Najjar (d. 643/1245) originally comprised
some thirty volumes, according to Katib
Celebi, although he had seen only one.
Like the Ta'rikh Baghdad of al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi, it comprised biographies of per-
sons who had lived in or at least passed
through Baghdad, especially Muslim men
of religion. Ibnal-Najjar’s Ta'rikh Baghdad
(which is, Fahd finds, the title of the book:
27f) covered persons whom al-Khatib had
neglected and who had come after the close
of al-Khatib’s period, about 450/1058-59.
In our day, one volume is known in Dam-
ascus, one in Paris.

Fahd begins his study with a bi-
ography of Ibn al-Najjar (ch. 1). On the
basis of the Paris and Damascus manu-
scripts, he discusses Ibn al-Najjar’s meth-
ods, such as careful combination of alpha-
betical arrangement to the grandfather’s
name, chronological arrangement thereaf-
ter (38-40). Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi’s ar-
rangement of names is notably haphazard
by comparison. The Dictionary of the
Middle Ages includes a three-page article
on “Alphabetization, History of,” by Mary
A. Rouse and Richard H. Rouse. In Latin,
alphabetization did not go beyond the first
letter until 1050 C.E., and complete alpha-
betization was not common until about
1250. Obviously, someone needs to write
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the history of alphabetization in Arabic.
The most interesting section to
me is Fahd’s list of Ibn al-Najjar’s sources
(ch. 4). Lists like this tell us about the
readership of earlier works. Unfortunately,
this one is unevenly researched. Some
authors are carefully named and dated,
others not. I was struck by the inclusion of
both Tabagat al-sifiya (100 biographies)
and Ta’rikh al-safiya (1,000 biographies)
of al-Sulami (131). I had never come
across a quotation of the shorter book,
although, ironically, it is the one that has
survived to our day. Then I checked the
Tabagat for a biography of ‘Abd al-Malik
ibn Yazid, concerning whom Ibn al-Najjar
cites al-Tabagat, and found none. Plainly,
Ibn al-Najjar took his information from the
Ta'rikh and misnamed the book, an easy
mistake to make. (I cannot actually prove
that the Ta'rikh had any entry for this
name, but al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, 2:348,
| cites the Ta’rikh for the biography of
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Yazid,
a disciple to Abi Hamza, and mentions
that his father was a traditionist.) Plainly,
too, Fahd did not check his list of citations.
Fahd closes witha survey of quo-
tations from Ibn al-Najjar by later writers
like al-Safadi, with lists of page references
(160-66). One regrets that al-Dhahabi,
Ta'rikh al-islam, was not yet available,
although it should have been possible to
include Siyar a‘lam al-nubala’. Also, ref-
erences are to the folios of the Damascenc
manuscript, not to the published version
(Ibn al-Najjar, Dhayl Ta’rikh Badhdad,
Da’irat al-ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniya, n.s. iX/
A/xiv/i-v, 5 vols. [Hyderabad: D@’irat al-
ma‘arifal-‘Uthmaniya, 1978-86]), of which
at least the first three volumes should have
been available before Fahd went 0 press.
The only topic whose discussion I mis_sEd
was a comparison between Ibn al-Najjar
and al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, perhaps with 2
list of persons covered by Ibn al-Najjr
missed by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi.
This work is certain to interest
anyone working on Baghdad in the !50
years or so after al-Khatib al-Badhdadi.
-Christopher Melchert

.
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‘Abd al-Fattah Ahmad al-Fawi
Mahmiud (editor), Usal al-
malamatiya wa-ghalatat al-sifiya
by Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami.
[Cairo:] Matba‘at al-irshad, 1985.

Mahmiid’s introduction occupies
pp. 7-132, thetextof al-Sulami (d. Nishapur,
412/1021), pp. 138-212. Mahmiid spends
most of his time defending the orthodoxy
of Sufism. His comments on Malamatism
scarcely go beyond quotations of the work
being introduced, falling well below Aba
1-‘Ala’ ‘Afifi, Al-Malamatiya wa-I-sifiya
wa-ahl al-futiwa (Cairo: ‘Isa al-Babi al-
Halabi, 1945)(= Mu'allafat al-jami‘a al-
falsafiya al-Misriya, 5). Mahmud ignores
Jacqueline Chabbi, “Remarques sur le
développement historique des mouvements

ascétiques et mystiques au Khurasan, Ille/
IXesiecleSIVe/Xesigcle,” Studia Islamica
46 (1977), 5-72, the other crucial study of
the Malamatiya. The only advantage of al-
Fawi’s text is its inclusion, at the end, of a
section on the errors of some Sufis, previ-

1

ously noticed by A.J. Arberry, “Did Sulami

Plagiarize Sarraj?” Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society (1937), 461-65.

-Christopher Melchert
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