
Dear Reader, 
 
We are honored to publish The Colum-
bia University Journal of Global Health Fall 
2024 Issue. Health disparities—across 
communities, countries, and conti-
nents—persist, undermining liveli-
hoods and shortening lives. With this 
in mind, our journal strives to advance 
scholarly discourse on health inequi-
ties, both their social determinants and 
structural solutions, while publishing 
diverse perspectives from researchers 
and practitioners. This issue critically 
explores present challenges to the well-
being of vulnerable communities: the 
rise of antibiotic resistance in low- and 
middle-income countries and the prev-
alence of tropical disease infections 
among mobile populations, among 
others. The studies in this issue exam-
ine and propose community-led inter-
ventions, intentionally positioning dis-
advantaged communities as active ar-
chitects of their public health systems 
rather than passive recipients of care.  
 
This year, we have continued to engage 
experts through educational events.  In 
the face of global health crises in Su-
dan, Palestine, and Somalia, our journal 
co-hosted the “Frontlines in Focus” 
panel, welcoming Dr. Unni Karu-
nakara, the former International 

President of Médecins Sans Frontières, 
and other scholars to discuss the 
emerging challenges of humanitarian 
aid delivery in conflict zones. Titled 
“Publishing Playbook,” our most-re-
cent event brought together student 
leaders of peer journals—the Columbia 
Medical Review, Gyneca, and the Co-
lumbia Undergraduate Science Journal. 
The gathering became a space for aca-
demic publications to reflect on and re-
new established commitments to open 
access and author diversity.  
 
In keeping with our long-standing tra-
dition of centering student voices, we 
have once again expanded opportuni-
ties for staff to share their perspectives 
on public health. On our blog, we pub-
lished a staff article written in English 
and translated to Spanish, “Honoring 
Hispanic Heritage: Prioritizing Mental 
Health in Our Communities.”  We wel-
comed the first cohort of our high 
school fellowship program, an oppor-
tunity for local students to publish 
pieces with our journal. With guidance 
from our staff, students from across 
New York have begun literature re-
views on global health topics and 
drafted their blog posts. 
 
The past year has also come with excit-
ing developments for our journal: our 

published manuscripts received over 
16,000 downloads and were accessed 
by 8,500 site users from most countries 
in the world. True to the “Global” in 
our name, our journal is proud to pub-
lish scholarship with such a broad read-
ership. 
 
This Fall 2024 issue is an accomplish-
ment we will cherish with our staff 
members, whose dedication made this 
publication possible. The mentorship 
of our faculty advisors, Dr. Julianna A. 
Bol, PhD, and Dr. Ana Navas-Acien, 
MD, PhD, MPH, ensured a smooth 
editorial process, and for their guid-
ance, our journal is incredibly grateful. 
To the authors, who submitted rigor-
ous manuscripts, and the peer review-
ers, whose insights made them all the 
more refined, we send our gratitude. 
Finally, we are indebted to our readers. 
You are a vital part of The Columbia Uni-
versity Journal of Global Health commu-
nity, and we hope you find these man-
uscripts to be insightful and compel-
ling.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Ann Thanh Phan & Jorge Hernandez-
Perez 
Co-Editors-in-Chief, The Columbia Uni-
versity Journal of Global Health 
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